
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Civil War and Reconstruction                                                   Unit: 5 

Target Course/Grade Level: Eighth Grade                                                Timeline: 4
th

 Marking Period 

Unit Summary:   

The Civil War began as a struggle to restore the Union after a series of events.  Both the North and 

South had many advantages and disadvantages, including technology, geography, economics and 

human personnel that led to the many outcomes throughout the course of the war.  By the 

conclusion, the war shifted into a social movement of slavery and throughout Reconstruction, 

America shifted its political, social and legal perspectives.   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, Technology, Mathematics 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources 

Unit Rationale:   

The course of the Civil War and Reconstruction is important because it was the dramatic turning 

point of the country.  It marks the beginning of Modern American history and shifted the national 

thought from a collection of states into the United States. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 The Civil War resulted from complex regional differences involving political, economic, and 

social issues, as well as different views on slavery. 

 The Civil War and Reconstruction had a lasting impact on the development of the United 

States. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

 

 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address 

continue to impact American life. 

6.1.8.A.5.b Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and 

Johnson toward the reconstruction of the South. 

6.1.8.B.5.a Determine the role of geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation, 

and technology in the progress and outcome of the Civil War. 

6.1.8.C.5.a Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South. 

6.1.8.C.5.b Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different 

perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.5.a Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different 

perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.5.b Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they 

contributed to the final outcome of the war. 

6.1.8.D.5.c Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the 

Civil War. 

6.1.8.D.5.d Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United 

States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the 

community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How was the Civil War a political, economic, 

and social turning point? 

 Is Civil War Civil? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Southerners did not trust Abraham Lincoln and 

did not believe his views on slavery. 

 The election of Lincoln meant that the Civil War 

was inevitable. 

 The South’s great military leadership and great 

willingness to defend its homeland offset the huge 

military and economic advantages of the North. 

 There were similarities and differences in the way 

the war affected the military and civilian 

population of the North and South. 

 Political differences over re-admitting the South 

back into the union led to the impeachment of 

Andrew Johnson. 

 The only way to create stability in the post war 

South was for the government to keep troops there 

 Bitterness between the North and South remained 

long after the end of the war. 

 Racism led to African Americans being denied their 

constitutional rights during the Reconstruction 

Era. 
 

 



 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

Explain the major events, issues, and personalities of the American Civil War including:  

1. The causes of the Civil War (e.g., slavery, states’ rights) 

2. The course and conduct of the war (e.g., Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg) 

3. Sectionalism 

4. The Dred Scott and other Supreme Court decisions 

5. The role of women  

6. The role of African Americans 

7. The Gettysburg Address 

8. The Emancipation Proclamation 

9. Juneteenth Independence Day 

 Analyze different points of view in regard to New Jersey’s role in the Civil War, including abolitionist 

sentiment in New Jersey and New Jersey’s vote in the elections of 1860 and 1864.   

 Explain Reconstruction as a government action, how it worked, and its effects after the war. 

 Discuss the impact of retaliatory state laws and general Southern resistance to Reconstruction. 

 Analyze social and political trends in post Reconstruction America, including immigration restrictions, Jim 

Crow Laws and racial segregation, the rise of extra legal organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan, and the 

Plessy v. Ferguson decision.   

 Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-

generated information. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a 

written and/or oral format. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment:  After studying the Civil War and Reconstruction, options of projects 

include: 

1. Present a biography on one of the major leaders (North or South) of the Civil War 

2. Deliver a Newscast about a Civil War Battle 

3. Complete a webquest on the Civil War or Reconstruction 

4. Create a Timeline on the sequence of events that led African Americans gaining civil rights 

5. Debate the proposals of the different plans of reconstruction (10% Plan, Wade-Davis, etc)   

 

 

 

Equipment needed:  SMARTboard, student computer access, Microsoft Office 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

1. America:  History of Our Nation (2009) by Prentice Hall 

2. “The Civil War” a film by Ken Burns 

 

 

 



 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Graphic Organizers 

  Section Quizzes 

 Chapter Tests 

 Research Paper 

 Debate on issues of the war and reconstruction 

 Blog responses 

 Active Listening guides to films 

 Primary source analysis 

 Homework Assignment Review 

 Draw conclusions from video 

 

Integration of Technology:   

-Students will complete a webquest on the Civil War or Reconstruction   

-Students may create a PowerPoint presentation 

-Students will access databases to analyze and interpret information 

-SMARTboard/Laptop integration 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

1. http://www.pbs.org 

2. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

3. www.Pearsonsuccess.net 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

-Compare different points of view regarding Fort. Sumter 

-Create flashcards on words, battles, etc. that they don’t understand 

-Listen to different aspects of the war or reconstruction on audio cd 

-Research the technology in the war and draw a picture on how it was used 

-Write a journal entry 

-Make predictions of different outcomes of battles for the war. 

-Read the Red Badge of Courage and report on the historical accuracy 

-Use graphic organizers to understand the different reconstruction ideas 

-Draw a poster that advertises one of the schools for the Freedman’s Bureau 

-Debate the legal actions of the Radical Republicans 

-Compare the election of 1867 to 2000 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 

http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/

